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The AKB48 49th Single Senbatsu Sousenkyo

took place in Okinawa this past weekend. Or rather,

it was supposed to. The event had actually been

planned to be held in an outdoor area, but because of

record levels of rain, the concert beforehand and the actual
election itself was suspended. They announced that on Friday
and everyone had to cancel their plane tickets and hotel rooms.
Instead, the announcement of the results took place in a small
community hall with only the members and staff but no audience.
The rankings were as exciting and full of surprises as ever, but
somehow the magic of it was gone. Watching it on a TV screen is
not the same as seeing it live, and for the members I’ m sure it
was the same because they were making speeches to a mostly
empty hall instead of the tens of thousands of fans.

The worst part was that this was totally avoidable. In 2014, the
sousenkyo was held in Ajinomoto Stadium, which also had no
roof. A lot of fans were soaked then, and this time they knew
there was a high chance of rain as it was during the rainy season
in Okinawa too. If they had chosen anywhere else, any place with
a roof, it probably would’ ve be fine. Instead, whoever chose
Okinawa caused a lot of trouble for everyone involved. For
companies as well as people, it” s wise to think ahead.
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