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Greetings from the New ALT

Hello! My name is Eva Bach, and I am the new ALT in Katashina. I grew up in the Chicago area
and went to college in northern New York state. I had two majors, English (literature) and
education. I also studied a little Japanese while I was in college, and it became my dream to teach
English in Japan someday. I'm so excited to actually be here now, and I can't wait to meet all of my
new students.

[ visited Japan once before, in 1997, for two weeks. I experienced the bustling city life in Tokyo, as
well as the more relaxing country life in Nagano. When the JET Programme asked me where in
Japan [ would like to live, I knew I'd be happiest in a small town in a beautiful, natural setting.
Katashina is exactly what I had in mind! I love waking up every day and looking out at the lush,
green rice fields surrounded by the hazy blue mountains. Best of all, I've met many kind and
helpful people here.

If you ever want to talk with me about my language and culture, just ask. I'll be more than happy
to answer your questions. Meanwhile, I look forward to getting to know more about this place and
its people- - not to mention learning Japanese!
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